
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

Department of Nevada 

Preamble 

The Department of Nevada, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, adopts, publishes and 

declares the following as the Bylaws governing said Department. 

Sec. 230101 - Organization. 

a. This subdivision of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States shall be known as the

Department of Nevada, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, hereinafter referred to as

the Department.

b. The jurisdiction of the Department shall conform to the territorial limits of the State of Nevada.

c. The location shall be the Department Adjutant's address, or as designated by the Department

Commander.

Sec. 230102 - Purpose. The purposes of this corporation are fraternal, patriotic, historical, 

charitable, and educational, and are: 

1. To preserve and strengthen comradeship among its members;

2. To assist worthy comrades;

3. To perpetuate the memory and history of our dead, and to assist their surviving spouses and

orphans;

4. To maintain true allegiance to the Government of the United States, and fidelity to its

Constitution and laws;

5. To foster true patriotism;

6. To maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom; and

7. To preserve and defend the United States from all enemies;

8. To coordinate the work of the Districts and Posts of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United

States operating within the State of Nevada;

9. To supervise and direct the affairs of said Districts and Posts through the Department

Commander and District Commanders in accordance with the Congressional Charter, Bylaws,

Manual of Procedure, and Ritual of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

Sec. 230103 - Membership. An individual is eligible for membership in the Corporation if the 

individual served honorably as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States: 

1. In a foreign war, insurrection, or expedition in service that:

a. Has been recognized as campaign- medal service; and

b. Is governed by the authorization of the award of a campaign badge by the United States

government;

2. On the Korean peninsula or in territorial waters for at least thirty (30} consecutive days, or a

total of sixty (60} days, after June 30, 1949; or

3. In an area which entitled the individual to receive special pay for duty subject to hostile fire or

imminent danger under Section 310 of Title 37.
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Sec. 230104 - Powers. The supreme power of this Department shall be vested in the National 

Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States and shall at all times be governed 

by the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual as adopted by the National 

Convention, mandates of the National Council of Administration and orders of the National 

Commander-in-Chief. 

Subject to provisions of the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual this 

Department shall be governed by the Department Convention, Department Council of 

Administration and Department Commander subordinate to the authority listed above. 

Article I - Bylaws 

Sec. 101- Bylaw Approval. The Department Convention may fix Department Bylaws not in conflict 

with the National Bylaws, provided such Bylaws are submitted to the Commander-in-Chief for 

review. 

Sec. 102 - District and Post Bylaws Approval. Bylaws for the Districts and Posts within the 

Department of Nevada will be sent to the Commander for approval provided they are not in conflict 

with the National and Department Bylaws. After approval by the Department Commander and 

attested by the Department Adjutant, they will be forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief for final 

review. 

Sec. 103- Consolidation. Consolidation of two (2) or more Posts within the Department of Nevada 

will be in accordance with Article II, Section 209, of the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure of 

the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 

Article II - Organization 

Sec. 201- Organizational Units. The constituted bodies of this Organization shall be subordinate to 

and governed by the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual, Department 

Convention and lawful orders of this Department and the Department Commander and shall consist 

of the following: All Chartered Posts and approved Districts of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States within the State of Nevada. 

Article Ill - Meetings 

Sec. 301- Convention. The Department shall hold one (1) Convention each year, in accordance with 

Section 601 of the Department Bylaws, and in accordance with Section 503 of the National Bylaws. 

Sec. 302 - Council of Administration. The Department Council of Administration shall meet in 

regular session at least two (2) times each year. 

a. Composition. The Council of Administration shall consist of the Commander, Senior Vice

Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Quartermaster, Chaplain, Judge Advocate, Surgeon,

Adjutant, Chief of Staff, Inspector, Junior Past Commander, and the District Commanders.
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b. Disciplinary Action Appeal. The Council shall consist of each District Commander, less the

District from which the appeal originates, and three (3) members appointed by the Department

Commander.

Sec. 303 - Special Meetings. The Department Commander may call a special meeting of the Council 

of Administration whenever in his/her judgment the same may be necessary for the welfare of the 

Department. The Department Commander shall call a special meeting upon written request signed 

by a majority of the members of the Department Council of Administration. Should the Department 

Commander refuse to call a special meeting after such a meeting has been requested in writing by a 

majority of the members of the Department Council of Administration, the Department Council of 

Administration may proceed to hold such a meeting, due notice of which shall be sent to all 

members of the Council by the Adjutant not later than ten (10) days prior to the date of the said 

meeting. 

Article IV - Quorum 

Sec. 401- Convention. The minimum number of delegates required to constitute a quorum for the 

transaction of business at the Department Convention shall be not less the one (1) delegate from 

ten (10) Posts in the Department. 

Sec. 402 - Council of Administration. A majority of the members of the Council of Administration 

shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

Article V - Revenue 

Sec. 501- Per Capita Tax. The annual per capita tax for the Department shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00) 

per member effective 1 July 1998. The per capita tax for the National Organization will be paid in 

accordance with the provisions of the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and 

lawful orders. 

Sec. 502 - Fee. Each Post shall pay to the Department a fee of One Dollar ($1 .00) for every five (5) 

members of the Post membership based on the ending count of the membership report of April 30 

of each year. All fees collected may be used towards defraying the expense of the Department 

Convention as incurred by the Department. 

Sec. 503 - Budget. The Department Quartermaster shall prepare, with the assistance of the Budget 

Committee composed of: 

1. Department Quartermaster
2. Senior Vice Commander

3. Junior Vice Commander

4. Adjutant

5. Assistant Quartermaster,
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a budget for the financial operation of the Department for the ensuing year. The budget shall be on 

forms prescribed by the National Organization, or computerized print out, and shall set forth all 

estimated revenue and anticipated expenditures. Restricted funds shall be identified and budgeted 

within the budget and the budget must balance. The budget will be presented to the Department 

Council of Administration ten (10) days prior to the Department Convention and the budget should 

be approved at the first meeting of the Council of Administration following the Department 

Convention. Action must be taken to adopt the budget at this first Council of Administration 

meeting as it shall be the revenue and expenditure guide for the year. One (1) copy of the budget 

must be forwarded to the Adjutant General's Office for review. 

Article VI - Department Meetings 

Sec. 601- Department Convention. The Department shall hold one (1) Convention each year, which 

shall begin no earlier than ninety (90) days prior to the convening of the National Convention and 

shall be concluded no less than thirty (30) days prior to the conclusion of the National Convention per 

Section 503 of the National Bylaws. 

a. Selection of Time and Place. The selected time shall be recommended by the Time and Place

Committee two (2) years in advance of the Convention in compliance with Section 503 of the

Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure, and Ritual, and Section 601 of the

Department Bylaws, and approved on the floor in accordance with Section 1601 of the

Department Bylaws. The time and place in which each Department Convention will be held

will be voted on by the delegates at the Department Convention on a bid for the Convention

that will be held three (3) years in advance of the Present Convention.

b. Change of Time or Place of the Convention. In the event that a bid is returned to the

Department, nothing in this Article shall prevent the Department Council of Administration

between Conventions from changing the time or location as designated by the delegates to

the Convention, in accordance with Section 601 of the Department Bylaws, should in the

opinion of the Council, it be deemed for the interest of the Department.

c. Composition. Composition of the Department Convention will be in accordance with Section

504 of the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure, and Ritual of the Veterans of

Foreign Wars of the United States.

d. Ratio of Delegates. Delegates are elected by the Posts at a ratio of one (1) for each thirty (30)

members or a fraction thereof. The Post delegate voting strength is determined by the total

membership of the Post as of March 31st each year.

e. Time Set for Joint Opening. Opening time for the Joint Opening of the Convention shall be

9:00 a.m. on the first day of the Convention.

f. Voting Procedures. The voting strength of the Department Convention will be in accordance

with Section 521 of the Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual of the

Veterans of Foreign Wars. A member absent at the meeting shall not be permitted to vote by
proxy.

g. Council of Administration Vote. Each member of the Council of Administration present at the

Department Convention or at a Council Meeting will be entitled to one (1) vote.
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